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The Reverend and Mrs. Roy L. H. Winbush
PREFACE
This paper is a result of my observation and investigation of the
Christian Education Department in The Church of God in Christ and my
study in the area of Christian Education for the past two years at The
Interdenominational Theological Center.
In this paper, I propose to give the importance and value of
having a strong Christian Education Department in a Black Pentecostal
Church.
It is my aim to give direction to The Church of God in Christ on
bmlding a relevant and meaningful educational ministry in terms of the
Black perspective during this latter half of the twentieth century.
It is necessary in 1973 to give some critical thought to this area
in this church. Historically speaking, The Church of God in Christ has
had only one department (The Sunday School Department) actively en¬
gaged in this important ministry of the church. This work has been done
basically on the national level. On the local level, this mission leaves
much to be desired.
Thus, for there to be a "vigorous thrust in Christian education" in
The Church of God in Christ, the area of Christian education must be
understood as being the foundation of undergriding force for all ministries
of the church.
It is my attempt in this paper to give some understanding of the
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importance, aims, objectives and the role of Christian education for
this church and a possible workable solution to aid in developing a
stronger educational ministry on each level of the church, local, state
and national.
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THE VALUE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR THE
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
INTRODUCTION
The Church of God in Christ has been the "Household of Faith"
for many Black people for the past 66 years. During the dynamic
leadership of its founder, the late Bishop Charles Harrison Mason,
the Christian Education Department was formed with the Sunday
School Department conducting and bearing all of the responsibilities of
seeking to educate its people in the Christian perspective using the
trends and methods that were in vouge at that time.
The methods that will be used in my project are related ex¬
periences and observations as seen in two local Atlanta churches, and
my study and research received and done as a student at The Inter¬
denominational Theological Center.
So then, I have correlated my practical experiences with the
theory in this paper in an effort to update thoughts, concerns, resources,
trends and innovations in Christian education which are necessary to
consider for the nurture and proper growth of the educational ministry
of this church.
Therefore, my concern in this paper is to give the value of
Christian education in the Church of God in Christ. I have sought
1-
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to do this by opening up some avenues of understanding, in the area
of Christian education. Further, the value of Christian education for
the church is given in light of a definition of the term, Christian
education. The importance of Christian education in the Christian
church, established church, the Black Pentecostal church, in the Black
perspective and in The Church of God in Christ have all been adequately
discussed in order to have a point of reference in this paper.
Further, the objective and aims of Christian education are de¬
fined and the role of Christian education in The Church of God In
Christ are considered.
Last, some recommendations are given and what the writer sees
as the future for the educational ministry for the church.
It is the hope of the writer that persons using this tool will seek
to change, up-date and rectify the educational processes, so as to go
forth using tools of education and the gifts of the Spirit to change and
bring order to this our torn world for the building of God’s kingdom
here on earth.
CHAPTER I
IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Definition of Christian Education -- The church's teaching ministry
throughout the history of the Christian church, has been the trans¬
forming power in the church and an important element in the
Christian church imiversal. Christian education, is important to the
Christian church because even from the time of Jesus Christ, it has
again and again sought to change its pattern in order to meet the needs
of the times. The educational ministry of the church is important in
the Christian church because it is an imperative and urgent function
necessary for the continued life and growth of the Christian in the 20th
century. Christian education is important because its essential nature
is serving in response to the life concerns of persons.
So then, since Christian education is so important in the Christian
church, we must at this point define this term so that we can have some
foundation on which to build upon throughout this paper.
Kenneth Cober states that "Christian education is the teaching
ministry of the church and must derive from the church's mission.
^Kenneth Cober, The Church's Teaching Ministry (Valley Forge;
The Judson Press, 1964), p. 10.
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Roger L. Shinn gives a more inclusive definition of the term
when he says that, "Christian education is the effort to introduce
persons into the life and mission of the community of Christian faith.
To give a capsvile definition of Christian education for the 20th century
Christian church, Shinn states that "it is a process of continous
'introduction;' it is a work of the entire church in all its life; and it
brings to persons the opport;inity and demand for decision.
The Importance of Christian Education in the Christian Church
Now, we can see that Christian eduction is important in the Chris¬
tian church because it seeks to "address, involve and change the entire
person" before any organized, structured program of Christian education
can be initiated in the Christian church. Thus, without a forceful and
influential Christian education program in the church, the church will
lose its importance and become a null and void entity in the mission of
God.
The Importance of Christian Education in the Established Church
Since we have explored the importance of Christian education in the
context of the Christian church, to come a bit closer to the issue, we
should view the reasons why two of the'testablished main line" churches
^Taylor McConnell, The Pastor As Educator (Nashville: Board of
Education of The United Methodist Church, 1972), p. 38.
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in An Introduction To Christian Education, ed. by Marvin J. Taylor
(Nashville; Abington Press, 1966), p. 14.
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see that Christian education is important in the life of their church.
The 1968 Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
a Black denomination, gives the following statement on why Christian
Education is important to her church.
"Christian Education is important because it must
develop a comprehensive and unified program of
Christian Education which shall lead to a knowledge
of the Holy Scriptures, the Christian religion, the
Christian church, and an implementation of these
values in daily living. It shall provide source
materials for all the educational work of the church,
and shall provide for developing standards and
offering techniques of Christian education in the
local and general church
It seems to me then, that in view of the A. M, E. Church, Christian
education has to be a basic rudiment, controlling principle and a funda¬
mental part of the life of this church.
Now, to seek a balance on this idea of importance, of Christian
education in the church, we shall look at the United Methodist Discipline
(1968), a predominately white denomination. It is the contention of
this body that Christian education is important because:
".. .persons must be made aware of and grow in
understanding of God, especially of his redeeming
love as revealed in Jesus Christ, and that they
may know who they are and what their human
situation means, increasingly identify themselves
'^The Compilation Committee, ed. , The Book of Discipline of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church (Nashville: The A. M. E. Sunday
School Union, 1969), p- 540.
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as sons of God and members of the Christian
community, live in the spirit of God in every
relationship, fulfill their common discipleship
in the world and abide in the Christian hope.
Hence, it is my understanding that The United Methodist Church,
equally sees the importance of Christian Education in her church in order
to edity its members and function as a complete and whole church in the
20th century.
The Importance of Christian Education in the Black Pentecostal Church
At the time of this writing, no information could be found on why
the Black Pentecostal Church or The Church of God in Christ sees Chris¬
tian education as being important. Therefore, I shall give my interpretation
on the importance of Christian education in the Pentecostal church and
especially The Church of God in Christ.
To me, Christian education is important to the Black Pentecostal
Church and especially The Church of God in Christ, because Christian
education is the basic foundation of the church. Without a total Christian
education program in the church, the mission of God cannot be accomplished.
Further, Christian education is important because it gives order to those
values of the church, it points to methods used into the proper perspective,
it clarifies the complete and whole objective of the church, it is the
strategizing agent to mobilize the church toward the mission of God and
^Emory Stevens Bucke, ed., The Book of Discipline of The United
Methodist Church (Nashville: The Methodist Publishing House, 1968),p. 276.
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finally, Christian education is important because it helps persons solve
life problems from the perspective of the Christian faith.
Dr. Josephus Coan, adequately sums up my interpretation when he
states that Christian education is an important ministry, because it
"undergrids the entire life and work of the congregation.
Since we have defined Christian education in a general sense and
discussed the importance of Christian education in the "established
church, " and my interpretation of Christian Education in the Black
Pentecostal Church, we shall look at the issue a bit further by defining
and discussing the relevance of Christian education within the "black
perspective."
Christian Education in the Black Perspective -- Before we can deal with
the revelance of Christian education within the black perspective, we
must have a clear \inderstanding of what is the "black perspective." In
essence, the "black perspective" may be defined as the psyche that is
developed from the experience of man from his Black experience. There¬
fore, Christian education must be that ministry in the church which provides
the "educational undergriding" for God's church as seen from the'black
perspective. " So then, Christian education must be seen from the "black
perspective" as given by The Black Administrative and Coordinating
^Riggins R. Earl, Jr.,ed. , To You Who Teach In the Black Church;
Essays On Christian Education In The Black Church (Nashville:The
hlational Baptist Publishing Board, 1972), p. 81.
Committee-Department of Education-Development National Council of
Churches who state:
"Christian Education in the Black Church is that
ministry of the church which provides the educa¬
tional undergirding for mission as seen from the
Black perspective meaning the struggle for libera¬
tion and equal justice in the spirit of the teachings
of Jesus Christ, in our worship, relationships with
all men, our witness and daily work in the American
society.
Now then, it is important that Christian education be understood
from the "black perspective" because Christian education "is liberation
and empowerment through Scripture, education skills.
It is important that Christian education be understood from the
"black perspective" because "the education process is at its best when
expressed in the idom and life situation of the learner. For Blacks it
is the Black experience. Biblical lessons - seen from the Black pers¬
pective of justice, liberation and development - have more relevance for
gthe Black person. "
Further, it is important that we have knowledge of Christian educa¬
tion from the "black perspective" so that proper guidance may be given
to the constituents of the Black church. For instance, it is important
^Harold M. Martin and Oliva P. Stokes ed., Spectrum Magazine
July/August, 1971, p. 30.
^op. cit., p. 117.
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that Christian education be perceived from the "black perspective" so
that "methods, content, and approaches come from the thinking of
those who are the product of Blackness and have a creative viable and
growing awareness that within the heart of their Blackness there is a
gift. "10
Primarily then, since Christian education involves the total ex¬
periences of man in his unique situation, and since it is a process by
which man passes on his culture, it is necessary and imperative that
Christian education be iinderstood in the light of the "black perspective"
for proper guidance of all Black people in the Black Christian church.
The Importance of Christian Education inThe Church of God in Christ
Since we have been laying a basic foixndation throughout this paper,
let us then turn our attention to the Txltimate concern of the paper.
Our concern in this paper is the importance or the value of
Christian education in The Church of God in Christ.
Before we discuss the importance of Christian education in The
Church of God in Christ, let us take a brief view of history concerning
the church and the agency of the church that promotes the work of Chris¬
tian education.
Vivenna H. Salley, "Religious Education: Its Voice and Vision
In The Black Identity Crisis, " in To You Who Teach In The Black Church;
Essays On Christian Education In the Black Church, ed. by Riggins R.
Earl, Jr., (Nashville; The National Baptist Publishing Board, 1972), p. 22.
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This Pentecostal movement is a derivative of the Los Angeles,
California, Azusa Street Revival of 1906. This great church was re¬
organized in 1907 in Memphis, Tennessee by the late founder. Bishop
Charles Harrison Mason. In 1916, the Sunday School began to blossom
in the church because S\inday School literature was published by the
church for the first time. From that time to this, the Sunday School
Department has been the training unit of the Church. This department
created and saw the value of Christian education for the church, or its
leaders felt that its objective was to "train children up the way of
righteousness."
With its limited personal staff and finance, this church, just as
other Black denominations, has done a remarkable job with the educa¬
tional program in the church on all levels; local, state and national.
In spite of limited staff and resources, however. The Church of
God in Christ, which is the largest pentecostal movement in the world,
must come to a halt and review the value and importance of Christian
education. It must be reviewed not only from the standpoint of the
Sunday School Department but must review the importance of Christian
education from the entire church, starting at the national level and then
spreading to the next two levels.
Christian education is of utmost concern and value to the Church
of God in Christ because, "it is the systematic and sustained efforts of
-li¬
the commvinity of faith which enables persons and groups to evolve
Christian life style.
So then, if Christian education is not stressed over and over again
in the church, beginning with the top administration, the church will lose
its zeal, thrust, direction and fail in accomplishing the mission of God.
It is necessary that The Church of God in Christ see the educational
ministry as one which comprises the total ministry of the church.
Further, constituents of this church must understand that Christian
education does not only involve the Sunday School Department and it is
not the total responsibility of this department to spearhead this ministry
of the church. It is the responsibility of the Board of Christian Education
and the church at large.
It is important that this church recognize that there are six minis¬
tries which are valuable and an existing part of the church.
Kenneth Cober states it thusly: "Teaching has an important role in
helping the whole church carry on a dynamic ministry. Teaching helps
persons to understand and articulate the gospel, and thus to become
effectively involved in the ministries of proclamation, worship, fellowship,
witness and service.
^^JohnH. Westerhoff, III., ed. A Colloquy On Christian Education
(Philadelphia: United Church Press, 1972), p. 63.
^^Kenneth Cober, The Church's Teaching Ministry (Valley Forge:
The Judson Press, 1964), p. 37.
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In essence, Christian education is valuable to The Church of
God in Christ, because in order for the church to achieve God's mission
here on earth, the church must have some framework and the educational
ministry of the church has to be top priority.
Just as we seek to have public school education at its best for our
children, it is important that the teaching ministry in our churches be at
best so that ultimate value can be realized by the church.
The Church of God in Christ has to up-date its total education
program for the 20th century, so that the proper concept of Christian
education can be seen and top value can be received in The Church of
God in Christ.
CHAPTER n
THE OBJECTIVE AND AIMS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
IN THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Definition of Obiective -- The young and not so young constituents of
The Church of God in Christ will with burning desires ask the question,
"which is the way to Zion? " and The Church of God in Christ must have
the proper answer. Therefore, the church must have a proper objective
to guide its members and some aims in order to get to "Zion."
What is an objective? An objective is the end or the ultimate pur¬
pose that is being sought. There must be an objective so that there can
be a channel in which to reach this ultimate purpose. The objective is
comprehensive, complete and ultimate. "
From my observation. The Church of God in Christ, is headed into
the right direction in light of its objective for Christian education. In the
Svinday School World (Vol. 5), edited by the International Stinday School
Convention of the Church of God in Christ, Mrs. Frances Sipes Curtis
states that the objective of Christian education "is the man of God per¬
fected in character and conduct until he is like Christ." I feel that
^^Frances Sipes Curtis ed. . Sunday School World (Vol. 5)
International Sunday School Convention-Church of God in Christ(Memphis)
Unpublished Book, 1971), p. 4.
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this objective should be more inclusive. An objective for the church,
shovild suggest the intent of the entire process of the church's educa¬
tional ministry. It must not be conceived as "partial, fragmented, or
intermediate. "
With this thought in mind, I would suggest that the Christian
Education Department of this church adopt the objective of Christian
education as defined by official representatives of sixteen Protestant
denominations in the "Cooperative Curriculum Project. "
"The objective for Christian education is that all
persons be aware of God through his self-disclosure,
especially his redeeming love as revealed in Jesus
Christ, and that they respond in faith and love - to
the end that they may know who they are and what
their human situation means, grow as sons of God
rooted in the Christian comm\mity, live in the
Spirit of God in every relationship, fulfill their
common discipleship in the world, and abide in the
Christian hope.
So then, without the correct objective for the church, it will be
impossible to achieve any goal in Christian education because of mis¬
direction. Therefore, the objective is necessary so that the educational
ministry of the church can have "tinity, direction and selectivity. "
Definition of an Aim -- Now then, there is only a shade of difference be¬
tween the objective and aim. One could go so far as to say that they are
synonymous. The aims of Christian education goes a little further though.
14
The Church's Educational Ministry: A Curriculum Plan
(Missouri: The Bethany Press, 1966), p. 8.
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An aim is to point or direct one's effort toward the objective/purpose.
Frances Sipes Curtis of The Church of God in Christ states that




3. Preparation for service^^
These aims and objectives may seem traditional. But it is tradition
from which we draw upon. "What is drawn upon are the guidelines for
16
future life...."
Then if The Church of God in Christ stops and begins to put into
focus and into work, the aims that have been set forth by the Christian
Education Department in this church, Christian education in this church
will begin to provide interpersonal growth for each member, and members
will begin to learn what they need to know.
^^op. cit., p. 5.
^^Edward A. Powers, "On Keeping One's Balance," in A Colloquy
On Christian Education, ed. John H. Westerhoff, III (Philadelphia: United
Church Press, 1972), p. 57.
CHAJ»TER in
THE ROLE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN
THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
The attention of the reader in this section is called to the part or
function that Christian education must assume in The Church of God in
Christ.
Christian education deals with the total man and the society of
which he is a part. This society means family, church, community and
economy.
In considering the role of Christian education in the church, some
basic theory and practice must be examined as it pertains to and in light
of the role of Christian education in The Church of God in Christ.,
Historical Foundations -- The historical perspective of The Church of God
in Christ has been dealt with previously in the paper. However, I would
suggest that as we look at the rich history, let not the educators of this
church get stuck retropecting. We feel that the proper impetus was put
into focus by the fo\mding fathers of this church. It is the responsibility
of the now trained aind educated personal in our church who have immersed
themselves in Christian education to set up a dynamic Christian education
system in the church which will "develop a program that enables and equips
-16-
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the membership of the church to be relevant servants to themselves
and to the community in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Theology -- What is theology? Theology is the study of God. Theology
is basic and fundamental in light of the role of Christian education in
the church. Therefore, I think it necessary to state the theology of this
church as I have observed it and give some suggestions as to up-date
our theology so that Christian education in this church can be a reality
and not a utopian situation. In some instances, the theology of this
church limits God and what right do we have to limit God.
The following chart gives a basic view of some theologies that
we should have some knowledge of:
^^Olivia Pearl Stokes, "The Black Perspective: Christian
Education In Today's Church, " in To You Who Teach In The Black
Church: Essays On Christian Education In The Black Church, ed.
Riggins R. Earl, Jr. (Nashville: The National Baptist Publishing
Board, 1972), p. 129.
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As I have observed this chart, The Church of God in Christ falls
into the "Orthodox Fundamental" category. This theory gives very
little flexibility. I suggest that after looking at the chart, we should
seek to incorporate some of the other views into our basic theology so
that God will not seem to be "changeless" but as Professor Henry
Young of ITC states, a "changeable" God. If we incorporate some of
those views into our basic theology, then we will have some flexibility
and one will not feel that what we say is the immutable law.
Sociological-- When this church began, it was composed of southerners
who were basically farmers. Eventually this church spreaded through¬
out the United States, countries in Africa, Haiti, London, England and
Korea.
From the beginnings of this church, I would agree with E. Franklin
Frazier, when he states, "The vast majority of Negroes in these churches
have constituted a lower class, gaining a living as common labourers and
18
in domestic and personal service."
Now in 1973, the membership of this church varies from highly
trained professional people to the domestic and common labourer.
Education in this church is becoming important. In that the church has
a junior college/high school in Lexington, Mississippi and a theological
^®E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Church In America (New York:
Schocken Books, 1963), p. 129.
-20-
accredited seminary here in Atlanta, speaks highly for this young
church.
Religiously speaking, congregations (local) in the church vary
in size from small groups to very large gatherings. Whatever the
size of the congregation, it is the desire of these parishioners to
have a warm and intimate association of fellow worshippers in church
services and also that the worshipper can worship in a manner to
which he feels more comfortable. From my observation, many people
in the church left other established main-line churches because they
cotild not worship comfortably.
Biblical/Philosophical-- We are incorporating these two foundations
because they overlap. If we refer to the chart on page twenty-one, the
reader can observe the view of how this church sees the Bible con¬
sidering we are "Fxmdamentalists.Further, in looking at this
chart, the reader will see the sum of the ideas and convictions of this
church or the philosophical view of this church. As I suggested pre¬
viously, I feel that the role of Christian education in the church would
be enhanced greatly if some of the other views were incorporated into
our views.
PRACTICE
TeacHng-Learning -- What is teaching-learning. One would probably
think that teaching-learning is the teacher teaching and the student
-21-
learning. No, teaching-learning goes further than this description.
Kenneth Cober states that teaching-learning is an "encounter. " En¬
counter is not a superficial skirmish, but an experience of depth and
meaning. It involves active participation, identification, or response.
The teaching-learning process is established by the teacher. The
teacher must establish the proper relationship between the student and
God. Also, the teacher must provide the setting within which such a
relationship may develop.
The teaching-learning process becomes more evident when the
five learning tasks are used. These learning tasks are "practical
handles for analyzing the experience of any teaching-learning situation. "
The learning tasks are:
1. Listening with growing alertness to the gospel
and responding in faith and love;
2. Exploring the whole field of relationships in light
of the gospel;
3. Discovering meaning and value in the field of re¬
lationships in light of the gospel;
4. Appropriating personally the meaning and value
discovered in the field of relationships in light
of the gospel;
5. Assuming personal and social responsibility in
light of the gospel.
^^Kenneth Cober, The Church's TeachingMinistry (Valley Forge:
The Judson Press, 1964), pp. 39-40.
2®C. Ellis Nelson, "The Curriculum of Christian Education, " in
An Introduction to Christian Education,ed. by Marvin J. Taylor (Nashville
Abington Press, 1966), p. 162.
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It is essential that the learner goes through these learning tasks so
that there can be a learning encoimter.
The teaching-learning encounter, is the "guided process in which
persons are helped to be aware of God's self-disclosure and to respond
in faith and love.
When one has a teaching-learning encounter, he finds out who he
is, what his human situation means, and what he may become or do.
So that persons may have these encovinters, using the learning
tasks, I would suggest some learning settings and methodologies for
members of this church to consider in all settings, national, state and
local.
Learning Settings
A. Midweek church schools, as an addition to or
in place of the Sunday School, e.g. Wednesday
afternoon, Thursday evening, Saturday morning.
Also, ecumenical "through-the-week" schools
using the cooperatively developed currictxlum
which relates school learnings and the gospel.
B. New approaches in outdoor education: camps
for persons with special needs, single parents. ..
Methodology
A. The development of resource centers ( or
learning resource centers) for the systematic
storage and use of books, AVs, and other
21
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The Judson Press, 1964), pp. 55-56.
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B. Rapidly increasing development of learning
centers, though with much variety. Sometimes
simply a non-graded or broadly graded approach
with elective activities; sometimes highly deve¬
loped program with individualized learning
opportunities. Used in Sunday Schools, vacation
church schools, conferences.
C. The development and use of contracts or convenants
between students, parents and the church or teacher,
in which the responsibilities of all parties for a given
study unit are specified. ^2
CURRICULUM
Curriculum in the role of Christian education is another important
facet to make up the total program of the church's educational ministry.
What is curriculum? On the universal sence, curriculum is the
"sum of all learning experiences restilting from the Curriculum Plan,
tander the guidance of the church and directed toward accomplishing the
church's objective.
This definition is generally accepted across the board. But, I
feel that it is necessary that we give a definition of curriculum in light
of the Black church since this is the church that we are centering our
attention on in this paper.
Curriculum for Christian education in the Black church "is the
sum of all learnings from theological reflections on the Black experience
^^George E. Koehler, "Trends and Innovations: Innovations In
Church Education," Religious Education, LXVIII (March-April, 1973),
p. 227.
^^The Church's Educational Ministry; A Curriculum Plan
(Missouri: The Bethany Press, 1966), p. 3.
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that prepares individuals for the struggle for justice and nurtures them
in the Christian faith which teaches the proclamation of liberty for the
captive and the setting free of the oppressed. (Luke 4:18-19),
Now that we see what curriculum should be about for Christian
education, and in the Black church, I suggest thatThe Church of God in
Christ take this definition into consideration as this church prepares its
curriculum and apply it to all situations; local, state and national. If
this definition is used, I feel that the curriculum can be more relevant
and helpful to the prishoners that are being served in the church. It
is important that the currictalum have in its content concepts and illus¬
trations of Black people as well as all other of God's people to help
students develop a sense of self-identity and worth.
Curriculum, is important to the black church because the church
is the first major instrument which gives to its members and those
seeking to understand the Christian faith. Curriculum is important be¬
cause it should help student, child, youth and adult to evaluate and
supplement his public school learnings.
How do we get a curriculum which assist in the change process
within the church, within us, and within the society.
First, in writing a curriculum, one should reflect upon the
^“^Harold M. Martin and Oliva P. Stokes ed., Spectrum Magazine
July/August, 1971, p. 30.
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objective of the church, needs of the persons for whom the curriculum
is being written and the direction that is desired for the student to
reach. Further, one should look at the current trends in curriculum.
The following chart should enlighten our thinking about trends in
teaching. "Each trend, once identified, challenges one to take a
personal stance to clarify ones values regarding ultimate goals and pro¬
cedures and the kinds of learning materials one sees as the most
productive.
After having reflected upon the needs of the student, current
trends in writing curriculum, then look at the positive and negative
aspects of the curric^llum that is already produced by the church.
From my observation, the curriculum material published by our
church is basically good considering the personal staff that is responsible
for producing the material for this church.
The trend in using graded material is an up to date and modern
feature in church educational material. The literature does present very
good consistency. However, there is a need for more creativity in seeing
that the material is more contemporary, or related to current issues. The
material generally fails to include women figures. The personal staff
should be more conscienous of the nursey/kindergarden material, because
^^Earl Gaulke, "Trends in Curriculum Development, " Religious
Education, LXVHI (March-April, 1973), pp. 233-234.
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9 c
Earl Gaulke, "Trends in Curriculum Development, " Religious Education, LXVIII
larch-April, 1973), pp. 233-234.
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from my observation and the observation of the class on The Church's
Ministry with Children of the ITC, it is to advanced for this age level.
Further, more pictures of Black children and youth sho\ild be included
in the lesson and more creative ideas and activities should be a part of
the teacher's guide.
Now then, how do we reitify some of these curriculum problems.
From my research, there are many answers and suggestions given to
persons involved in writing curriculum material.
After having considered the organic, social and spiritual needs
of persons for whom the curriculum is being written, then the theme
should be considered.
The Cooperative Curriculum Project, gives five curriculum areas and
the associated themes that can be used for children, youth and adults.
They are:
1. Life and It's Setting: the Meaning and Experience
of existence;
2. Revelation: The Meaning and Experience of God's
Self-Disclosure;
3. Sonship: The Meaning and Experience of Redemption;
4. Vocation: The Meaning and Experience of Discipleship;
5. The Church: The Meaning and Experience of Christian
Community. ^ ^
The Church's Educational Ministry; A Curriculum Plan
(Missouri; The Bethany Press, 1966), p. 17.
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•Along with the themes, scriptures are given for each area which give
positive or negative implications for the theme, scriptures which deal
directly with the theme and scripture which gives a context for under¬
standing the theme.
Further suggestions were given by Ms. Diana Beach, who wrote
an article entitled, ’'Women Put Down in Church Literature” which
was published by the Atlanta Journal in March of this year. She
writes;
"church literature reflects our accepted 'Dick and
Jane image of life' -very rigid ideas of what is
appropriate behavior for men and women, boys and
girls; and these ideas are faithfully reflected in the
curriculum materials used in Protestant church,
schools. Instead of emphasizing 'that Jesus cons¬
ciously went against the prevailing mores and
ritual law of his time, demonstrating by his words
and actions that women were in no way inferior to
men,' educational materials stress two negative
types of women. Stories are often passive, humble
women subservient to men such as Ruth and Mary,
and about 'wicked' women such as Jezebel, Mary
Magdalene, Deliah, and Bathsheba.
According to Ms. Beach, strong Biblical women
are often ignored in Sunday school lessons. She
asks, "Where are Deborah Miriam, Judith,
Esther, Raphab - all women of intelligence, re¬
resourcefulness, and courage?
After coming to these conclusions, Ms. Beach gives the following
suggestions which I feel the curriculum writers ofThe Church of God in
Diana Beach, "Women Put Down In Church Literature, "
Atlanta Journal, March 11, 1973.
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should consider in light of her existential situation.
1. Emphasize that God has no sex, but does exhibit
masculine and feminine qualities. (She traces
many problems to the portrayal of God as male).
2. Include stories of famous women in the history
of Christianity, so young girls may have models
for their spiritual development.
3. Include more stories about women in the Bible,
especially those who act with intelligence and
courage.
And, in stories portraying contemporary scenes:
4. Depict a wide variety of models for family life-
one-parent homes, divorces, extended families. ..
Show both parents doing household tasks and
participating in activities outside the home.
5. Include an equal number of boys and girls, and
make sure general references don't refer to
boys only.
6. Show girls being active, strong, independent,
and heroic, and boys being sensitive, quiet, and
helpful as well as the reverse.
ADMINISTRATION-ORGANIZATION
From what I have seen in The Church of God in Christ, the
National S\mday School Department, which controls the educational process
in this church is quite strong. However, the administration on the state
and local levels have not adequately followed the pattern set by this




due to the lack of interest on the part of the pastors of the churches be¬
cause of their lack of conviction and commitment to the arena of Christian
education.
The destiny of any church will be determined by the administration
and organization. So it is with the educational ministry of any church
which includes Church of God in Christ. Without proper administration aid
organization, the education department cannot function properly.
In this new day, it is possible to have discovered some new mean¬
ings of the word administration. So then, let us define administration for
our purposes:
"Administration is the work of clarifying, developing
and supporting the congregation's whole ministry,
usually be certain designated members who serve as
the church on behalf of the entire congregation. Good
administration is moving dependence to interdependence,
static definition to interpersonal processes, segments
to whole and control to responsibility.
Administration requires high interpersonal skills. Why? Ad¬
ministration involves planning, development of policy and procedures,
decision making, communication, stimulation, coordinating and evaluating.
So then, one who is an administrator, because of his/her duties must be
conscienous of the styles of administration that can be used in working
with people.
Edwin T. Upton suggest some styles which one must be made
29^Workbook: Developing Your Education Ministry (Nashville:
General Board of Education of the Methodist Church, 1967), pp.48-50.
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aware and which are useful in planning for administration.
1. autocratic -- One who makes all decisions.
2. persuader -- He trys to persuade people; basically
autocratic.
3. bevevolent autocrat -- "mother hen. " This style
falls between "autocratic" and "democrate. "
4. laissez-farie -- group is free to do as it wants to
do. The leader feels that his/her main duty is to
keep the group united.
5. consultor -- from the beginning gives group to
change any plans he might have.
6. delegator -- leader who has extreme trust and
confidence in the members of his group.
7. democrate -- leader encourages individuals to
participate in the decision-making process.^®
Finally, the administrator should be aware of the processes of
administration through which the educational ministry may develop pro¬
grams that are unique and new responses to the world and to God's action
there and which is an integral part of the church's whole ministry.
"These processes are:
1. Cyclical view -- administrator puts energy into con¬
serving the best from their past experience. Little
hope or opportunity for moving toward some changes.
Edwin T. Upton, Training People to Be Administrators and
Supervisors (Nashville; Board of Education - United Methodist Church,
1972), pp. 10-11.
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finding the shortest distance between two points.
They may be very much interested in the develop¬
ment of an improved educational ministry, and
for them the way to do it is simply to do it.3.These administrators want to move to a certain
point, but they see the path to that point as a
sequence of carefully planned steps. They are
willing to pay the price of a slower, more
thorough, more logical process. Sometimes
they are disappointed to discover that the pro¬
cesses of actual growth in a congregation are
not that logical and sequential. They take this
form;4.The "creative" types: Administrators are willing
to try anything, and do. The goal may not be
clear, but, they think, by trying it out they will
learn something. Often they do. But their
ministry doesn't seem to be "getting anywhere. "
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5. The process which catches up some of the values
of each of the other processes, although no one
figure does this process of administration justice,
is the "administrative spiral."
The administrative spiral is a process far developing
the ministry of the Church in which responsible per¬
sons engage in study, diagnosis, goal setting, plann¬
ing, leadership development, and evaluation, each
of these f\mctions building on the others in an inter¬
dependent but not necessarily sequential way.
d
From my observation, the processes mentioned need to be taken
into serious consideration. Due to the lack of this church not having the
"know how" about administration. It is my belief that the examples given
will give aid in forming excellent programs in Christian education in the
church especially on the state and local levels.
31
loc. cit. pp. 52-56.
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Now that we have discusses administration and its relationship
to Christian education in the church, the next and final step is to have
some type of organization.
From my working and observing in the church, there are only
about a dozen churches in The Church Of Gkad In Christ who have any
type of specialized group who is delegated to administer the program of
Christian education. The national department has persons who partici¬
pate or f\mction as administors, but there is not an official Board of
Christian Education to my knowledge.
So then, what is the value of having an organized body who is
responsible for the teaching ministry of the church? Kenneth Cober
gives many suggestions as to the value of a Christian Education Board
which I would recommend to pastors of local churches, state and national
personnel.
1. It makes the ministry of Christian teaching an
integral part of the total church program and
ministry.
2. It integrates the teaching program, and thus
avoids overlapping and omissions.
3. It provides for democracy with authority. The
board is elected democratically by the church and
is responsible to the church, but it is given
sufficient power to function effectively.
It enhances the importance of teaching in the minds
of officers and teachers, since they are officially
4.
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appointed by the church through the action of
one of its major boards.
5. A board, with membership terms of several
years and rotation of office, will provide for
continuity in policy and program, which may
not be possible when policies are determined
by one individual.
The number of persons on a Board of Christian Education should
include from three to twelve elected members depending upon the size of
the church. Other members will be ex officio because of their positions in
the church. These members which would be considered for a position on
the Board are;
Chairman of Missionary and Finance Education
Chairman of Leadership Education
Chairman of Children's Work
Chairman of Adult Work
General Chairman of Christian Education Board
Ex officio members:
Pastor
General Superintendent of Sunday School
Director of Christian Education
Co-ordinator of Youth Evening Program^^
Now that we have established the value of a board of Christian
Education and who participates on this board, it is important to know the
functions and administrative duties of this important entity of the church.
The board of Christian education is responsible for;
^^Kenneth Cober, The Church's Teaching Ministry (Valley Forge;
The Judson Press, 1964), pp. 119-120.
^^ibid., p. 121.
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1. Study-biblical theology, the philosophy and pro-
grann of Christian education and the encounter
with the world.
2. Establish and interpret objectives - discuss the
mission and nature of the church in light of the
needs of the constituency of the church.
3. Discover and Evaluate Needs - Systematic check¬
up annually.
4. Determine the Program - Design to achieve the
stated objectives of the board and to meet the
needs which are indicated by adequate evaluation.
5. Determine Curriculum Resources
6. Select and Recruit Leaders
7. Prepare and Administer the Education Budget
8. Allocate Space and Provide Equipment
9. Develop an Educational Consciousness.^*^
Now that we see the importance and function of administration and
organization and the responsibility of the board of Christian education,
to the church, there is no other way for the church to accomplish the mission
of God. A board of Christian education is the best administrative unit to





Throughout this project, I have given my observation as experience
in two local Atlanta churches and integrated this experience with the
theory in Christian education that I have received as a student at The
Interdenominational Theological Center.
I have stated my negative and positive position on certain issues,
given suggestions to rectify some of these problems, as a result of my
research, introduced new methods, trends, current views and resources
that can be used in bviilding a more adequate Christian education program
in The Church of God in Christ.
After reading and reflecting upon this paper, the reader can immediately
realize why Christian education has value in the church and why it is an
essential tool for the church. Christian education is valuable to the church
because without this instrument God's mission on earth cannot and will not
be successfully achieved.
With these thoughts in mind, I would give the following recommendations
to the leaders of the educational department in this great church and to those
responsible for the teaching ministry in the church.
1. Take the information in this paper to change, revamp,
reorganize and up-date the methods and procedures
used in the teaching ministry of the church.
2. Seek to use new methods in teaching which will be the
most effective with the constitutents of this church.
-37-
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3. Establish some aims, goals and objectives for the
entire Christian education department which would
be applicable to each level; local, state and national.
4. Pastors in all churches must introduce, motivate,
and encourage members to take part in a total pro¬
gram of Christian education.
5. Use all resources available and supplementary
material published by other denominations to improve
the quality and scope of curriculum being used.
However, in using this material apply it to each
situation.
Along with these recommendations, I see a very optomistic future for
The Church of God in Christ. With the persons already involved in
Christian education in the church, I see the church as having a changed
attitude toward Christian education. Further, I see the Church as having
a more comprehensive program in Christian education.
Finally, I see a bright future for the teaching ministry of The Church
of God in Christ, because I believe that the Christian education department
will be the most productive department in this church and will serve as
an important entity in building God's kingdom here on earth.
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